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Consumer Price Indices and Inflation Rates for January - March 2023  
 

The annual inflation rate was 9.2% in March 2023, 

up from the 5.6% recorded in March 2022 as shown 

in Table 1. 
 

The increase in basic commodity prices under food 

and non-alcoholic beverages (13.4%); transport 

(12.6%) and housing, water, electricity, gas and 

other fuels (7.5%) between March 2022 and March 

2023 were the main causes of the inflation increase. 

From an index of 130.13 in February 2023 to 131.18 

in March 2023, the CPI increased by 0.8%. Refer to 

Figure 1 and 2 for more details. 

 

Table 1: Overall CPI and Rates of Inflation 

 

Consumer Price Index for specific Scheduled 

Crops 
 

Dry maize, sweet potatoes, carrots, ground nuts, dry 

peas, green grams, rosecoco beans, red irish potato, 

dry onions and french beans have all seen steady 

price increases in the first quarter of 2023. Tomatoes, 

cassava and avocado prices decreased during the 

same time frame as shown in Table 2. 
 
Table 2: Average Retail Prices for Specific Crops 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Source: Kenya National Bureau of Statistics 
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Decline of Sisal Fibre Exports  

 

A total of 6,052.70 Tons of sisal fibre was exported 

to various destinations valued at KES 1.39 Billion in 

the period under review. This represents 20 percent 

decline from quantity of fibre exported during similar 

period in 2022. This significant drop could be 

attributed to the harsh weather condition in the 

beginning of the year. See the Figure 3 below for 

more details. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Prices 
 

The overall average F.O.B price in the period under 

review was approximately KES 230.33/Kg. This 

represents 18.23% increase from KES 194.81/Kg 

recorded in the same period in 2022. The increase in 

F.O.B price could be accredited to market forces 

since the global demand for fibre has consistently 

risen against constant supply. Additional contributing 

factor could be the depreciation of the Kenya Shilling 

against the US Dollar due to high inflation rates 

experienced in the current season. For more details, 

refer to Table 3. 
 

Table 3: Average F.O.B prices for Sisal Exported 
 

Period 2022 2023 

January 195.06 231.00 

February 189.99 224.00 

March 199.38 236.00 

Average 194.81 230.33 
 

Source: AFA - Fibre Crops Directorate 

 

Grades 
 

A total of seven (7) grades were traded in the export 

market during the quarter under review. Grade SSUG 

and UG were the most traded, forming 89% share of 

all the fibre exported during the period under review. 

This represents 5,360.80 tons valued at KES 1.25 

Billion Refer to Table 4 below for more details. 
 

Table 4: Sisal Fibre Grades Traded 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

During the period under review, fibre was exported 

to a total of 21 destinations with Nigeria being the 

leading market for Kenyan fibre and buying 1,106.00 

tons representing an 18% market share valued at 

KES 263.8 Million followed by Saudi Arabia with 

868.00 tons representing 15% market share valued 

at KES 217.6 Million. See Table 5 below for more 

details. 
 

Table 5: Sisal Fibre Exports Country of Destination 
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Horticulture Exports Increase 
 

 

Revenue from horticultural exports increased from KES 26.02 billion realized in January - March 2022 to KES 

29.33 billion in the months under review. This was primarily due to the high demand for fruits and vegetables 

overseas that translated to high revenues of KES 3.54 billion to KES 5.05 billion respectively. 

 

However the value of Kenya’s flower exports in the first quarter of 2023 dropped by KES 1.08 billion and 

volumes as well dipped by 2.11 billion Kgs compared to the figures realized in first quarter of 2022. Refer to 

Table 6, 7 and 8 below for more details. 

 

Table 6: Monthly Horticulture Exports by Value (KES) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Source: AFA - Horticultural Crops Directorate 

 

Table 7: Total Horticulture Exports by Value (KES) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Table 8: Total Flower Exports by Volumes (Kg) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Source: AFA - Horticultural Crops Directorate 

 
Source: AFA- Horticultural Crops Directorate 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source: AFA- Horticultural Crops Directorate 
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Coffee marketing, exports and imports  

 

Coffee marketing 
 

Coffee is marketed through both the Nairobi Coffee 

Exchange (NCE) and Direct Sales window. 
 

a) Nairobi Coffee Exchange (NCE) 
Performance 

 

i) Quantity of coffee sold (in 50 kg bags) 
 

A total of 302,208 bags of coffee were sold during 

the period under review. This represents a 2 per cent 

drop compared to 308,274 bags sold in the same 

period in 2022. For more details, refer to Table 9 

below. 
 

Table 9: Number of Coffee Bags Sold at NCE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Source: AFA - Coffee Directorate 

 

ii) Average Coffee Auction Prices  

In the period under review, the average auction 

prices of a 50 Kg bag of coffee was USD 206, 

representing USD 96 drop compared to USD 302 

recorded in the same period 2022. The decline in 

price could be attributed to the increase in coffee 

exports. Refer to Table 10 for more details. 
 

Table 10: Average Coffee Auction prices 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: AFA - Coffee Directorate 

 

iii) Value of Coffee Auctioned (USD) 
 

The total value of coffee realized at auction in the 

period under review was USD 76.3 Million compared 

to 113.6 Million in similar period last year. During the 

period under review, February recorded the highest 

auction value at USD 30.3 Million. The current value 

 

is 33.3% lower than the value realized in similar 

period in 2022. Refer to Table 11 below for more 

details. 
 

Table 11: Value of Coffee Auction in USD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Source: AFA - Coffee Directorate 

 

b) Direct sales 
 

i) Quantities sold  

A total of 68,023 bags of coffee were sold during the 

period under review. This represents a 42 per cent 

increase compared to 39,210 bags sold in the same 

period in 2022. For more details, refer to Table 12 

below. 
 
Table 12: Number of Direct Sales Bags 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ii) Average Coffee direct sales Prices 
 

In the period under review, the average direct sales 

prices per bag of coffee was USD 347.0, representing 

USD 48.2 increase compared to USD 298.9 recorded 

in the same period 2022. The increase is attributed 

to improved global prices. More details are given on 

Table 13. 
 
Table 13: Average direct sales price (USD) 
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Coffee marketing, exports and imports  

 

iii) Value of Direct Sales (USD) 
 

The total value of coffee realized through the second 

window in the period under review was USD 23.6 

Million compared to 11.72 Million in similar period 

last year. During the period under review, Coffee 

Management Services reported the highest direct 

sales value of USD 11.3 Million. The present value is 

double the value realized in similar period in 2022 as 

shown in Table 14 below. 

 

Table 14: Value of Coffee Direct Sales in USD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

c) Coffee Exports 

 

i) Coffee Export by Quantity and Value 
 

The total quantity of coffee exported during the 

period under review was 10,012 tons representing 10 

per cent decline from 11,182 tons exported in the 

previous year during the same quarter. The volumes 

exported in March 2023 were the highest while 

January registered the lowest quantity of coffee 

exports at 2,196 tons. Refer to Table 15 below, for 

more details. 
 
Table 15: Coffee Exports (MT) 

 

Table 16: Coffee Values (USD) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Source: AFA - Coffee Directorate 

 

ii) Coffee Exports by Destination 
Among the top coffee exports destinations are USA, 

Germany, Belgium and South Korea. Cumulatively, 

the top ten destinations accounted from 7,690.47 

tonnes valued at USD 41.1 million in the period 

under review compared to 7.973.6 tonnes valued at 

USD 64.8 million in similar period in 2022. Refer to 

Table 17 for more details. 
 
Table 17: Top 10 destinations 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

b) Coffee Imports 
 

coffee imports in the period under review amounted 

to 346 MT valued at USD 1.5 Million compared to 

972 MT valued at 4.3 million in similar period in 

2022. This represents a 64 per cent decline in import 

volumes, see Table 18 for more details. 
 
Table 18: Coffee import volumes and values (USD) 

 
 
 
 

 
Source: AFA - Coffee Directorate 

 

The value of coffee exports declined from USD 84.2 
 

Million to 55.4 Million in the period under review. This 
 

represents a 34 per cent decline in value, ascribed to 
 

the prevailing low global prices. Refer to Table 16 for 
 

more details. 
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Sugar Industry Performance  
 

Sugar Production, Sales and Closing Stocks 
 

Quantity of sugar produced in the period under review declined by 5% to 198,895 tons from 208, 468 tons 

produced in the same period 2022. During the quarter, January 2023 recorded the highest sugar production 

at 81,648 tons while March had the lowest production at 49,761 tons. 
 

 

The total sales made during the period under review was 197,752 tons representing 1.3% decrease from 

200,353 tons sold during the same period in the previous year. The reduction in total sales can be attributed 

to the slight decline in the quantity of sugar produced in the period under review. The total closing stock 

during the period under review was 10,844.00 tons. 

 

Sugar imports and Exports 
 

Total sugar imports in the quarter under review stood at 145,211 tons, representing 72 percent increase 

from 84,296 tons imported during the same period in 2022. During the review quarter, the imports 

comprised of 93,042 tons of table sugar and 52,169 tons of white refined sugar. 
 

The total quantity of sugar exported in the period under review was 174.09 tons representing an increase of 

138% from 73.17 tons that were exported in 2021 in similar period. 
 

 

Sugar Prices 
 

The average Ex-factory price of a 50kg bag of sugar during the period under review was highest in March at 

KES 6,656.06 representing 23% rise from KES 5,432.26 recorded in February 2023. Additionally, the average 

wholesale sugar price for a 50kg bag rose by KES 1,178.83 to KES 7,171.32 in March from KES 5,922.49 in 

February while the retail price for 1kg sugar increased slightly to KES 156.51 in March from KES 147.41 

recorded in February. For more details, refer to Table 19 below 

 

Table 19: Performance of sugar industry from January to March 2023 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Source: AFA - Sugar Directorate 
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Kenya government lifts ban on exports of raw macadamia nuts  

 

In an effort to increase the market of Macadamia 

nuts in Kenya, the Cabinet Secretary of Trade, 

issued a directive to lift the ban on export of raw 

Macadamia nuts for one year. This move will enable 

farmers fetch better farm gate prices from their 

produce and cushion the farmers from exploitation. 

 

Kenya imposed the ban through the Section 43 of 

the Agriculture and Food Authority (AFA) Act 

prohibiting the exportation of raw nuts to promote 

local processing, boosting industrialization and in 

turn creating employment opportunities for Kenyans. 

 

Macadamia nuts are mainly grown in the Central 

part of Kenya such as Muranga, Kiambu, Kirinyaga, 

Embu and Meru. Macadamia farming has spread to 

other areas of the country such as Bungoma, 

Kakamega, Kitale, Machakos and Taita Taveta. 
 

According to Cabinet Secretary, the suspension of 

the ban will attract buyers from all over the world 

thus allowing farmers to sell their nuts at higher 

prices. 
 

Data from the AFA - Nuts and Oil crops Directorate 

shows that macadamia farm gate prices has been 

varying from different regions as shown in the Table 

20 below 
 

Table 20: Macadamia Farm gate Prices by County 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source: AFA - Nuts and Oil Crops Directorate 
 

Export and Imports 
 

i) Exports 
 

Macadamia, cashew nuts and sesame seeds were 

the major nuts and oil crops exported totaling 

526.94 MT. Notable is the increase in quantity of 

sesame seeds exported at 215 MT in the month of 

March 2023. 

 

For more details refer to Table 21 below 
 

Table 21: Nuts and Oil Crops Exports in Volumes (MT) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Source: AFA - Nuts and Oil Crops Directorate  

ii) Imports 
 

The Kenya government has allowed edible oils to be 

imported duty free for one year, so as to cushion 

Kenyans against the high cost of living. This has led 

to an increase of edible oils (palm oil and sunflower 

oil) imports in March 2023 compared to the imports 

recorded in February 2023. For more detail refer to 

Table 22 below. 
 

Table 22: Nuts and Oil Crops Imports in Volumes (MT) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Source: AFA - Nuts and Oil Crops Directorate 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

7 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

To sustainably develop and promote scheduled 
crops value chains through effective regulation 

for economic growth and sustainability 


